
Seine Rat Roseau Watershed District 
154 Friesen Avenue, Steinbach, MB, R5G 0T5 

Telephone: (204) 326-1030 
www.srrwd.ca 

Minutes 
May 21, 2024 

 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Jake Hiebert, Chair SD-7 and Chair of Board   Neil Claringbould, Chair SD-2  
Brian Grier, Chair SD 3&4     Harold Janzen, Chair SD-5   
Ed Penner, Chair SD-6 & Vice-Chair of Board   Stan Toews, Vice-Chair SD-7 
Ken Prociw, Chair SD-8      Les Schewe, Provincial Appointee  
Natashia Lapeire, Chair SD-9 
                  
REGRETS:   
     
GUESTS: Kelsey Benson, Provincial Watershed Planner 
 
STAFF: 
Joey Pankiw, Assistant Manager     Béatrice Mukahirwa, Bookkeeper  
Chris Randall, Project Supervisor    Dani Gosselin, ALUS/PAC Coordinator  
Virginia Janzen, ReGen Ag Coordinator    Alex Wolf, Watershed Technician  
  
   

I. CALL TO ORDER at 9:00 a.m.  
 
 

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
59-2024:  Brian Grier – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. Regular Meeting Minutes for April 16, 2024, Electronic Minutes for April 19, 2024 and Electronic 

Minutes for May 7, 2024 
 
60-2024: Natashia Lapeire – Ken Prociw 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Regular Meeting Minutes of April 16, 2024, the Electronic Minutes for 
April 19, 2024 and the Electronic Minutes for May 7, 2024 be approved with an amendment to the 
Electronic Minutes for May 7, 2024. 

CARRIED 
 
 

IV. CHAIR REPORT 
- SRRWD attended the RM of La Broquerie council meeting as a delegate 
- Tour at Darrin Warkentin retention project was well attended by Board members and Sub District 

members 
     

http://www.srrwd.ca/


 
  
    V.      MANITOBA ASSOCIATION OF WATERSHEDS REPORT, Jake Hiebert 
      - still looking for a Project Coordinator 
      - MAW conference was very profitable thanks to generous sponsors 
      -  PWCP has been extended to 2026  
                  - finals for Envirothon are coming up this week at the Peace Gardens by Boissevain 
        
 
      SUB-DISTRICT & PAC/LGC REPORTS 
  

ALUS/PAC 
 
61-2024: Ed Penner – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves increasing the funding for livestock funding for dugout 
alternative watering systems to 75% SRRWD – 25% participant cost for all 2024 livestock projects. 

CARRIED 
 
 

62-2024:  Ed Penner – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Riparian Perennial Grass Buffer for Marsh River Farms 
located along the Marsh River in SD 5 for approximately 4 acres for total project cost of $5,400.00 (which 
includes project establishment cost of $100 per acre x 4 acres and $125/acre annual payment for 10 years) 
as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
Harold Janzen Abstains 
 
 
63-2024:  Ed Penner – Harold Janzen 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the H. Baudry Perennial Grass ALUS project located in the  
RM of Ritchot in SD 5 south of the bridge on Hwy 305 near Ste Agathe for 42 acres along the Rat River for 

 total Project cost of $56,700.00 (which includes 100 per acre/42 acres for establishment cost plus $125 per 
 year annual payment per acre for 10 years) as funding becomes available. 

         CARRIED 
 
 

64-2024:  Ed Penner – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Perennial Grass ALUS project for H. Baudry located at 
the PR 305 near Ste Agathe in SD 3&4 for 14 acres for total project cost of $18,900.00 (which includes 
$100 per acre / 14 acres for establishment cost plus $$125 per year annual payment per acre for 10 years) 
as funding becomes available. 

         CARRIED 
 

 
65-2024:  Ed Penner – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Gardenton Community Pastures ALUS Project located at 
3-1-7E in SD 2 for the backflooded acres on 105 acres for total funding of $10,500.00 (which includes 
payments per year at $20 / acre with a 5 year contract) as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
 



 
66-2024:  Ed Penner – Neil Claringbould  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Riparian Perennial Grass Buffer for Jeremie Lussier 
located along the Marsh River in SD 5 for approximately 16 acres for total project cost of $21,600.00 (which 
includes establishment at $100 per acre for 16 acres and annual payments at $125 per acre for 16 acres 
for a 10 year contract) as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
 
 

69-2024:  Ed Penner – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the ALUS project for David Neufeld located west of Niverville 
in SD 6 for 8 acres of cultivated field to be seeded to grass with total cost of $10,800.00 (which includes 
establishment costs at $100 per acre for 8 acres and annual payments at $125 per acre for 8 acres for a 10 
year contract) as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
 
 

70-2024: Ed Penner – Harold Janzen 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Guy Vermette Shelterbelt Application located in SD 5 at 

 SE 36-5-2E for a 5 row shelterbelt on the south and west side of his yard for total project cost of $4,312.00 
which includes $2312.00 for purchase of the trees and $200 / year annual payment for 5 year contract) as  

funding becomes available.                
                    CARRIED 

 
 

71-2024: Ed Penner – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the following PWCP Rotational Grazing Projects as funding 
becomes available for Neil Claringbould located in SD 2 for total funding of $7,078.55. 

CARRIED 
Neil Claringbould Abstains 

 
 

72-2024: Ed Penner – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the PWCP Rotational Grazing Project as funding becomes 
available for Dave Claringbould located in SD 2 for total funding of $3,281.33;  

CARRIED 
Neil Claringbould Abstains 

 
 

73-2024:  Ed Penner – Les Schewe 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the PWCP Rotational Grazing Project for Neil Bednar located 
in SD 2 for total funding of $36,100.00 as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
 
 

74-2024:  Ed Penner – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the PWCP Rotational Grazing Project for Norman Bednar 
located in SD 2 for total funding of $1,830.22 as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
 



 
75-2024: Ed Penner – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the PWCP Rotational Grazing Project for Kelly Harder located 
in SD 6 for total funding of $18,000.00 as funding becomes available. 

        CARRIED 
 
 

76-2024: Ed Penner – Neil Claringbould 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the following PWCP Pasture Improvement Project as funding 
becomes available for Neil Bednar located in SD 2 for total funding of $3,185.00. 

CARRIED 
 
 

77-2024:  Ed Penner – Neil Claringbould  
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Growing Roots (Cohort # 3) for 2024 season as funding 
becomes available (payable at $50/acre for 3 years) for Oakwood Simmentals Inc. located in SD 2 for 100 
acres with total funding of $10,000.00. 

-           CARRIED 
 

78-2024:  Ed Penner – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Growing Roots (Cohort #3) for 2024 season as funding 
becomes available (payable at $50/acre for 3 years) for Sun Country Ranch located in SD 3&4 for 80 acres 
with total funding of $8,000.00. 

        CARRIED 
 
 

79-2024:  Ed Penner – Neil Claringbould 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Growing Roots (Cohort #3) for 2024 season as funding 
becomes available (payable at $50/acre for 3 years) for Warren Graydon located in SD 2 for 70 acres with 
total funding of $7,000.00. 

        CARRIED 
 

80-2024:  Ed Penner – Harold Janzen 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Growing Roots (Cohort #3) for 2024 season as funding 
becomes available (payable at $50/acre for 3 years) for Jon Sawatzky located in SD 2 for 30 acres with total 
funding of $3,000.00. 

        CARRIED 
 
 

81-2024:  Ed Penner – Ken Prociw 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the following PWCP Nitrogen Management applications for 
the Use of Inhibitors as funding becomes available:  Pappel Farms Ltd. located in SD 2 for 445 acres with 
total funding of $3,613.27; Neumann Farms Ltd. located in SD 2 for 361 acres for total funding of 
$1,906.83; Garry Suppes located in SD 2 for 125 acres for total funding of $306.45; Tri Lea Farm Inc 
located in SD 3&4 for 70 acres for total funding of $340.50; Alvin’s Crops located in SD 8 for total funding of 
$10,000.00; Saberic Farms Ltd located in SD 5 for 1150 acres for total funding of $10,000.00; George 
Calder located in SD 3&4 for total funding of $2,520.40. 

-           CARRIED 
 
 



82-2024: Ed Penner – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the PWCP Nitrogen Management application for Equipment 
Upgrade for Banman Dairy Ltd located in SD 7 for the addition of Y-drop kit to the sprayer as well as 
agronomic support for total funding of $10,000.00 as funding becomes available. 

CARRIED 
 
 
 

83-2024: Ed Penner – Les Schewe 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the following PWCP Nitrogen Management applications for 
soil testing as funding becomes available:  Lafond Acres Ltd. located in SD 5 for 5242 acres for total 
funding of $4,824.10; Barnabe Grain Farms Ltd. for 1760 acres for total funding of $4,440.00; Sunny Dairy 
Farm Ltd located in SD 3&4 for total funding of $522.11. 

CARRIED 
 
 

84-2024: Ed Penner – Neil Claringbould 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the following PWCP Cover Crop applications as funding 
becomes available:  Peter Petrash located in SD 2 for 47 acres for total funding of $1,645.00; Millview 
Grain located in SD 7 for 170 acres for total funding of $5,950.00; Oakwood Simmentals Inc located in SD 2 
for 110 acres for total funding of $3,850.00; Alvin’s Crops Inc. located in SD 8 for 450 acres with total 
funding of $15,750.00; Millenium Holsteins located in SD 8 for 100 acres for total funding of $3,500.00. 

CARRIED 
 
 

SD 2 
- held a meeting on May 7th with Tracy from Roseau River Watershed District in Minnesota giving a 

presentation to the group 
- discussed the Sundown Ridge Feasibility Report that had been received and questions will be sent 

back to the Province to clarify some details and will be discussed further with the Sundown Ridge 
committee 
 

Consensus :  SRRWD Board is in agreement to send a letter of support to Roseau River Watershed District 
in Minnesota for the Roseau River Restoration project that is in construction in Minnesota. 

         
 

85-2024:  Neil Claringbould – Harold Janzen 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Livestock Management Project for Neil Bednar located at 
NW 28-2-8E north east of Vita for fencing off a dugout and installing an alternative watering system for total 
of $985 

        CARRIED 
 
 

SD 3 & 4 
 

86-2024:  Brian Grier – Ed Penner 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Livestock Management Project for Simeon Gershheimer 
located at NW & SE 21-4-5E and NE 27-4-5E at the intersection of 216 & 403 for fencing off 3 dugouts and 
installing 3 alternative watering systems for total project cost of $12,631.75 as funding becomes available. 

         CARRIED 



SD 5 
- nothing to report 

 
  

SD 6 
 

87-2024:  Ed Penner – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the quote from Clarence Funk for trail maintenance at 
Tourond Creek Discovery Centre for the 2024 season in the amount of $3,220.00. 

           CARRIED 
 

 
Consensus:  SRRWD Board is in favour with moving forward with the project at Tourond Creek Discovery 
Centre with the support of R.M. of Hanover and Manitoba Trails Grant. 

          
 

SD 7 
- the Chortiz Drain has been cleaned out by the Province west of Mitchell 

          
      
SD 8 

- had a meeting with the group regarding Fire Guard Road 13 and discussed who should be in 
control of the maintenance and the breakdown of who contributes money to maintain the project 
 

88-2024:  Ken Prociw – Les Schewe 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Livestock Management Project for Adam and Arnold 
Toews located in the RM of Ste. Anne for fencing for a gravel pit that is being reclaimed with total cost of 
$5,272.50. 
 

 
SD 9 

 
89-2024: Natashia Lapeire – Brian Grier 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves moving forward with the 2 Nolan Vermette Water Retention 
 projects located at SE 5-9-7E.                

                    CARRIED 
 
 

90-2024:  Natashia Lapeire – Neil Claringbould 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Livestock Management Project for Nolan Vermette for 
riparian fencing at SE 5-9-7E for maximum cost of $6,000 as funding becomes available. 

          CARRIED 
 
 

91-2024: Natashia Lapeire – Harold Janzen 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the Nolan Vermette Water Retention ALUS project located at        
SE 5-9-7E, SW 5-9-7E and SE 5-9-7E for approximately 20.5 acres for a 5 year contract with total cost of  

$4,587.50 as funding becomes available.         
                           CARRIED 

 



 
92-2024: Ed Penner – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves the maintenance work at the Mueller small rock repairs by 
Wyatt Landscaping for total cost of $4,438.35 including taxes. 

CARRIED 
 
 

93-2024: Brian Grier – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves the maintenance at DeSalaberry water retention rock 
repairs by Wyatt Landscaping for total cost of $2000 plus taxes 

CARRIED 
 
 

94-2024: Ed Penner – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves the final berm leveling at Darrin Warkentin’s water 
retention to prepare for seeding for $1,500 plus taxes  

CARRIED 
 
 

VI. MANAGER’S REPORT 
- Received extra funding for 2023-2024 year for PWCP and we were able to clear some on the 

waiting list 
- Tree giveaways have been successful 
- First well water testing day is this Thursday 
- Attended a council meeting as a delegate to Village of St. Pierre last week 

 
 
     VIII.  FINANCE REPORT 

a. Expenses for approval 
95-2024:  Harold Janzen – Ed Penner 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approve the monthly financial expenses as presented by the 
Finance Committee for a total of $71,117.06; whereas, cheques 9958 to 9981 are approved for $31,021.89; 
payroll for $29,982.45; direct deposits for $6,521.32; and pre-authorized withdrawals for $3,591.40. 

          CARRIED 
 
 
b. Provincial Report 
96-2024:  Harold Janzen – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves the Provincial April Report as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
 

c.  Creating New Accounts for Annual Payments 
 
 
97-2024: Harold Janzen – Les Schewe 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves transferring out of the Incentive Payment Contracts 
(110473361845) to Charity Standard Chequing (110473361779) account to balance the annual payments 
account in the amount of $38,544.00. 

CARRIED 



 
 

98-2024: Harold Janzen – Ed Penner 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves moving $48,891.94 from the ALUS Growing Roots 
(110476813230 to the Charity Standard Chequing (110473361779) account for annual payments made in 
2023-2024. 

CARRIED 
 
 

99-2024: Harold Janzen – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves creating a new account for Growing Roots Cohort # 2 and 
transfer $216,050.20 from the Charity Standard Chequing (110473361779)  to this newly created account 
for future annual payments. 

CARRIED 
 
 

100-2024: Harold Janzen – Stan Toews 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves for creating a new account for ALUS 2 Billion Trees and 
transferring $8,136.80 to this account from the Charity Standard Chequing (110473361779) account for 
future annual payments. 

CARRIED 
 
 

101-2024: Harold Janzen – Neil Claringbould 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves moving $22,825.00 from the unmatched levies from the 
Charity Standard Chequing (110473361779) account to the General Reserve (110473361795 account for 
the unspent unmatch RM levies from 2023-2024. 

CARRIED 
 
 

102-2024: Harold Janzen – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves creating a Reserve Account for the Sundown Ridge 
Project for all monies coming in for this project and transfer SRRWD funds in the amount of $50,000 from 
the Charity Standard Chequing (110473361779) account to this new account. 

CARRIED 
 
 

 XI. MANITOBA WATERSHED PLANNER REPORT 
- electronic audits are due by June 30th and signed copies due by July 15th      

 
 
    X. NEW BUSINESS/CORRESPONDENCE 
  

a. Roseau River First Nation 
- Attended a meeting with the Elders at Roseau River First Nation and Environment Canada and 

shared what the Watershed District does to help the region; have received interest from the elders 
that they would like to join the Watershed District; will look at the next step towards this process 

 
 

          



b.  Rain Garden Applications 
 

103-2024: Stan Toews – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves rain garden for Brent and Connie Grey located in 
Steinbach for maximum of $750; a rain garden for Keitel Hermoso located in Steinbach for maximum of 
$750; and a rain garden for Gary Dyck located in Steinbach for maximum of $750. 

CARRIED 
 

 
104-2024: Stan Toews – Les Schewe 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves the Rain Garden Application for Seine Rat Roseau 
Watershed District to a maximum of $750 to be built in our front yard. 

CARRIED 
 
 

c. Funding / Planning for Next Year 
- Discussion on how to plan for the future to know where to focus our interests and how to source 

new funding for projects 
 
 

d. Moasure – alternative survey equipment 
 

105-2024:  Brian Grier – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves the purchase of the Moasure equipment for up to a maximum 
of $1000 plus taxes. 

         CARRIED 
 
 

 XI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

 
  XII. POLICY COMMITTEE 

- The working copy has been received from the Province so will start working on the SRRWD policy 
 
 

  XIII.  PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 

106-2024: Stan Toews – Brian Grier 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD approves the extension of the Danielle Desrochers work period to 
November 6th to correspond with the ECO Canada grant that will cover 80% of her wages for period. 

CARRIED 
 

 
  XIV.    RENOVATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

107-2024:  Harold Janzen – Natashia Lapeire 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board approves moving forward with the quote from 7140703 Manitoba Ltd. 
for painting and maintenance to the office in Steinbach at the discretion of the Renovations Committee to a 
maximum of $9,000.00 as funding becomes available. 

         CARRIED 



 
 

  XV.  NEXT BOARD MEETING  
               

Monday, June 17, 2024 
 

 
 XVI.       ADJOURNMENT 
 

108-2024:  Brian Grier – Neil Claringbould 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the BOARD adjourn at 11:50 a.m.            

CARRIED 
 

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________                             ________________________________ 
Jake Hiebert, SRRWD CHAIR OF THE BOARD    Joey Pankiw, MANAGER 


